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Distinguished professors,
Dear students,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great privilege to have the opportunityspeak at the prestigious Renmin

University.

| was asked to speak on global changes - thosatfieat Europe and China and
make them both objects and actors of change. $tasheme much discussed at
present and one that requires ambition for chafigd.we meet in a place

which is highly appropriate for ambitious thinking.

We gather in Beijing, the capital of China and ahaversity where new ideas of
global importance are being generated. And we iamsising the global
changes that create the environment in which wk Isle&today and tomorrow.

In other words, we are both generators and obgajfobal change.

My country, Slovenia is part of the European Unitie, Union which, in turn,
represents an important part of the global changeen we look back to the
time of a generation ago and think about changesdve happened in the
intervening period we can clearly see China an@gean Union as the two
areas of the world where the change was very diaymadleed.



Growth and development in China in the past quafteentury has been
unprecedented. The world is profoundly impresseaot -only by the economic
and technological development - but also by theastansformation of China.
This transformation has helped hundreds of milliohgeople to lift themselves
from poverty. The rate of urbanization is bredthitg and it continues. The
improvement of human condition of these proportistamds above comparison

with any of the preceding examples of progressaniy part of the world.

At about the same time, during the past two andlfedecades, the European
Union expanded geographically as well in termgbivn economic
integration. The economic and political successnérgement of the European
Union - which has more than doubled its membersimpe the beginning of the
great changes of our era - has created a newisiiuatEurope. The great
expansion was reflected in remarkable growth thinoug this era and in many
new opportunities for further development. The are@entral and Eastern
Europe has been an important beneficiary this pssgrAt the same time, the
original members of the European Union benefitedhfenlargement as well -

both in economic terms and in terms of security.

While it is true that the recent global financiatleeconomic crisis brought new
challenges for the European Union and has sloweachdioe rapid growth in
China it also produced good reasons to reflectusrpast experience - on our
strengths and weaknesses and, above all, on ouamaoterdependence. It is
through reflection on our interdependence thathad $e able to plan our
future development in a meaningful way and withceiss. Europe and China
are both generators and objects of change andtbawelerstand their shared

destiny well.



Therefore, allow me first, a very brief reflection differences and similarities
in the long history of China and Europe and a feaughts on the lessons

learned from history.

Both Europe and China are sometimes describedtiatldverb “old”. With its
five thousand years of continuous existence th@&3a civilization is the oldest
in the world. It has also consolidated within agénpolitical and economic
system a long time ago, much before the more ré¢eemt“state sovereignty”

came into being.

Let me stop here for a while. What does sovereigragn today? For China it
certainly means the fundamental organizationalggule of statehood and the
entire system of international relations. A stdté&,d billion citizens and the
second largest economy in the world is giving tbam of state sovereignty an

extremely important basis and relevance for theeentorld.

Europe, on the other hand had a different linésoloing history. Although the
largest part of the European space lived withimgls political system in
antiquity - the height of the Roman Empire coindiaath the time of
flourishing of China under Han Dynasty - most of&pean history has been
characterized by struggle that had been constah#yging the political
landscape. In Europe, the emergence of sovereagsst a more recent
historical phenomenon, prevalent since the peatéeasitphalia of 1648. In my
opinion, sovereignty is still fundamental. The @nporary forms of
international organization and integration in Ew@epe intense but have not
withered away its Westphalian foundations. At pnésee see some dramatic
aspects of this reality - the possibility of Gresdst from the Eurozone and the
discussion on the British conditions for remainargEU member state.



All the historically inherited features must be ®in mind in all the
discussions about the framework of cooperation eetwEurope and China
today and in the future. State sovereignty remairise centre. And differences
in “constitution” of European Union and China wabbntinue to be an important

factor.

The interaction of Europe and China has known pleraff great fascination and
hope as well as mutual advantage. However, follguie industrial revolution
in Europe there were periods inequality, use afdand exploitation. Bitter
memories from the ¥%nd 2@ centuries should serve as a reminder that
violence, inequality and discrimination must neagain characterize the

relations between our civilizations.

Moreover, we must be able to see, in our histdry,examples of our
interdependence and joint effort. Last year Eurmpamemorated the
centennial anniversary of the beginning of Worldr\lya cataclysmic and
tragic event that has given rise to many subseduegedies of the twentieth
century. In fact, many moral deviations - suchhesdynical disrespect for
human life, totalitarianism, the culture of deatid @thers - have their roots in

the World War | and its immediate consequences.

Last year we have recalled many painful experientésat terrible war, some
of them long neglected or forgotten. The fate af bandred forty thousand
Chinese laborers who were sent from China to FrandeEngland to help in the
war effort - many of whom died during the war besmof overwork and poor
health conditions - has been, until recently, uogeized and also unknown.
Last year’s centennial anniversary brought to taepgean public the needed
recognition and respect for their sacrifice.



This year we are commemorating the seventieth ansavy of the ending of the
World War Il, the most atrocious war in human higtdn Europe we have
commemorated the anniversary of the historic vicomer Fascism and Nazism
a month ago. In China, the anniversary of victoryMorld War 1l will be
commemorated in September. And in October we slialkcommit ourselves
to the noble purposes and objectives of the Urilations, our common global

home and our only hope for a peaceful future ofwtbdd.

We should be fully aware that victory in World Whgave rise to the United
Nations, a truly universal organization, based@mreseign equality of its
member states and committed to maintenance of peafestering economic

and social development and realization of humalntsig

These are important achievements for which theduoals paid a heavy price in
blood and treasure. They have to be respectedhtneyto be protected and
nurtured so that specific new objectives are pubnglobal agenda, as the

situation of our present world requires.

European Union and China have very important riagday in this context. Our
mutual cooperation can be a major pivot of globabsity, prosperity and
peace. This is why we need to keep in mind the mapce of what we do at the

global level and in particular within the United tidas.

There ardour fundamental tasksat the global level where the countries of
European Union and China have to join forces taenthe basic conditions for
the progress of the World and, at the same tingeb#sis for our long term

cooperation.



First, we must find effective ways to pursue the sustdedevelopment goals
to be adopted by the United Nations General Assgfal@r this year with the
aim to serve as the general framework for polickimgfor development in the
period between 2015 and 2030. The sustainable alaveint goals and the
specific development targets defined within theanfework represent the main
signposts of the global development today. Thewiredurther elaboration of

policies to reduce and, to the largest extent ptesseradicate absolute poverty.

China and European Union have done much in thes @ready. Success of
China in lifting hundreds of millions of its own @ae from poverty is
historically unprecedented. The existing varietyle¥elopment projects
conducted by China in developing countries repriss&major contribution to
global development. China itself is no longer adgpdeveloping country. The
world is looking at China as one of the pillardloé global system with all the

responsibilities that accompany that status.

European Union, on the other hand is the largasvidim development
assistance in the world and its member states déwag tradition in that

domain.

While the future years will be characterized byaliat development of
development projects led by China and those letth&yEU, it is not too early to
develop synergies and cooperation. The new Asrastriicture Investment

Bank will provide a very welcome opportunity inghiespect.

Second,we must define effective measures to mitigateeffects of climate
change and to reduce green house gas emissiontheigiim to curb global
warming. In the past years important lessons haea bearned. The scientific

evidence of the existence and consequences oflgl@paing is almost



universally accepted. National policies aimingeatuction of green house gas
emissions are becoming more sophisticated. Theeagnets reached at the
international level regarding the desired targéteduction of green house gas
emissions, in particular the one reached by Chiktlae US on 12 November

last year are encouraging.

However, the most important part of the work i atiead of us. European
Union and all of its members are strongly committethe task and will make
every effort to ensure success of the Paris climandéerence in December this
year. The conference should create a common lesyakfwvork that will provide
the necessary predictability of policy making, &giion and business
orientation. This will require clear, fair and saiéntly ambitious targets for all
countries - based on our common but differentia¢sgonsibilities for the
global climate situation. EU has already commiite€llf to a binding, economy-
wide domestic greenhouse gas emissions reductigettaf at least 40% by the
year 2030.

In Europe, there is a general expectation thaPtdres Conference will achieve
an agreement which proved illusive six years agéapenhagen. And while the
agreement may not follow the blueprint of Copeninaigjes expected to provide
a sufficiently solid framework for all subsequentipy making and legislation.
The role of China will be critically important ihe preparation of the

agreement.

Third, effective maintenance of international peace aodiisty demands a
stronger role for the United Nations. The UN Sdgu@iouncil is of key
importance. China is one of the five permanent nmesbf the UN Security
Council. In matters of international peace andisgcthere is no substitute for

cooperation among the members of the Security Ghumparticular its



permanent members. The UN Security Council, whuitique and formidable
legal powers, remains at the centre of the globalisty architecture. Today, at
a time of accumulation of crisis situations a reegwffort of the Security
Council is called for. There is an urgent neediermembers of the UN
Security Council, including in particular its pemast members, to develop a
global security understanding, “an informal, globeturity compact” that will
guide the search for solutions to the variety dliegmges to international peace

and security.

It should be borne in mind that an understandingragithe key players on the
global scene regarding the approach to be tak#retmain crisis situations of
our time and their commitment to search for sohgiwithin the framework of
international law was due, but could not materalizthe immediate aftermath
of the cold war, a generation ago. By now, the andated experience and
wisdom could make such an understanding posshievever, success depends

largely on the permanent members of the UN Sec@atyncil, including China.

European Union can help in a variety of ways. TWbrgember states are
among the permanent members of the Security Colfunibpean Union and its
member states are committed to multilateralismtartie rule based
international cooperation. They are able to stteegtheir role in mediating in
situations of dispute or armed conflict. We needepth consultations between
EU and China on security issues with an aim tolvesthe crisis issues many of
which are located in the neighborhood of Europeraiotand in the vicinity of
China. Here we have a vast and untapped poteatidiflomatic cooperation.
In the coming years we need to use our politicalgimation and our diplomatic
means better than before. That does not mean thahauld engage in
unrealistic speculation but it does mean that lEtthand China have a need to

innovate.



The fourth fundamental task requires innovation and is different in nature
from the first three. While the first three areexpression of the experience
gained so far, the fourth requires exploration@fipportunities. | consider the
Chinese initiative for the New Silk Road EconomigltBand the 2%-Century
Maritime Silk Road (also termed as “One Belt Onadmitiative” - OBOR) a

much needed example.

The complexity and depth of changes in the wortpine new and bold
initiatives, proportionate to the needs of our tifiee One Belt One Road
Initiative (OBOR) represents a powerful expressbthis need and a
meaningful response to it. The initiative aims@tmecting, more fully and
comprehensively, the vibrant economic space of Esist with the developed
European economic space and to offer new opposrit the countries in the

vast spaces of Asia, the Middle East and Africa.

The realization of this initiative is expected ot pn place a secure and efficient
network of land, sea and air passages, lifting tt@nnectivity to a higher level.
It would also enhance trade and investment fatiditeand contribute to
economic improvement in a variety of ways thatuseally connected with

infrastructural development and with strengthermhmvestment cooperation.

The scope and ambition of this initiative deseiésespect and carefully
designed cooperation. It is also understood thatder for the project to be

fully embraced it will be necessary to ensure:

1. Adequate political support,
2. A high level of policy coordination and
3. An adequate involvement of all the relevantaegl and global institutions



4. An effort to include the business sector fuligluding a range of small and

medium size companies.

In our interconnected world there is always ne&d#aticipation of numerous
actors - ranging from sovereign states and intemnalt institutions to the media

and international public opinion.

With these realities in mind it is natural to expggestions and even doubt.
Some commentators have questions on how to enshezance of the project in

the face of the great dimension of the space irthviiiis expected to operate.

Some others emphasize the diversity of politidalagions in the areas
concerned, some of which are characterized by eiedastability and armed

conflict.

Others still are interested in the question of eoais sustainability over the
long run given the very likely need for a prolonggstiod of intense financial

investment.

It is natural that questions such as these aredamsthe discussion at the early
stage of the project. However, the early stagengfaoject is also the time for a
vision. Therefore it is natural that the vision@rgjects of the past are often

guoted as a source of inspiration.

Therefore we have to look to other examples as avellsome of them may be
found in Europe. Sixty five years ago the Frenaieiffn minister Robert
Schuman laid out a vision of closer cooperatiowmst Europe. This vision,
known as “Schuman Declaration” envisaged cooperatia integration of

10



Europe based on common management of coal andtsteedtrategic
commodities for the post war reconstruction of fpero

This seemingly technical approach has producerkrhing economic and
political results, an economic union and an evese&l integration of European
states. Countries that fought wars for centuriesvaimo experimented with a
variety of ideas of political integration of Europere now engaged in a
genuinely integrating project. The found out thairemic cooperation and joint
management of a major project is the most effeatiag to broader integration.
And Europe worked with what it had and what it remke coal and steel.

Obviously, one must not carry the comparison betviee beginnings of
European economic integration and One Belt, OnalRa#ative too far. There
are very real differences involved. But the basston of using economic tools
for far reaching transformative objectives remdiesssame. The most important
common feature of the two initiatives is in thetfdmat both of them proceeded
from the realization of the needs of the time. Thksp represented an
innovative response to the real needs, even lifeabéginning the needs in
guestion are not fully articulated. And finallizely provide an opportunity for
further innovation in the synergies between statet, publicly financed

activities on the one hand and the engagemeniwatprcapital on the other.

Careful investment in those forms of economic coafpen for which the time
has come pays dividends - not only in the econ@@nse but also in the sense
of political improvement and greater security aotitigal stability. Today, the
time is ripe for a mega project in the space ofaBiar and Africa. One Belt, One
Road comes at the right time and has the potesftetransformative mission of

global proportions.
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This understanding is gaining support in Europelaard convinced that the
forthcoming summit between China and the EuropeinriJ(29-30 June) will
provide a further impetus to it. The Union andnitsmber states are increasingly
aware of the great potential for development infature cooperation. And
further encouragement will help the European Untamrently preoccupied

more with internal problems than with global oppaities.

The realization of new opportunities is strengtlteimethe whole of Europe, not
only in the European Union but also in those coestof Central and Eastern
Europe that are not members of the European Uilioere is a need to include
these countries in the process of designing antemmgntation of the big
projects for the future. China has responded ®dhjective need of cooperation
by initiating the format of cooperation 16 + 1, feemat that involves, in
addition to China, both - members and non-membfaifsecEU. This format is
welcome, not least because Europe, artificiallyddid in the recent history,
needs additional development efforts in its cerdral eastern parts so as to
avoid new artificial divisions. Innovative forms oboperation in this part of
Europe will be an important contribution to stalyilof the continent as a whole

and should be welcomed by all.

The words “connections” and “connectivity” are gahtn all these innovative
forms of cooperation. They relate not only to isfracture such as roads and
railways of telecommunications and information teabgies. They require,
with equal urgency, involvement of small and medaired enterprises, people
to people contacts, expansion of cultural exchamgegrowth of tourism. While
progress in all this areas is already significaet¢ is still a large measure of

untapped potential.
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There are many occasions that allow further eldlworan the concept of
connectivity. Let me refer outcome of the recendging conference on
advancing Asia Europe connectivity through innamagshows us the essential

elements of connectivity as the key strategy ferfthure.

The main elements are:

1. Enhancing the Asia - Europe infrastructure connégtiThis is a wide
area ranging from such basic projects as developaieea ports, rail
roads and highways to electricity, telecommunicatiand environmental
infrastructure.

2. Developing open trade and investment regime anch@tiag financial
markets and innovative investment and financinghaeisms.

3. Upgrading Asia-Europe cooperation in the industrgic, value chain and
innovation chain. Networked partnerships for higialgy performance
have to be developed and should be based on alex&ting experience.
And

4. Deepening the Asia - Europe people to people ctstercluding cultural
exchange and tourism. It is clear that future coajoen and integration of
the vast economic spaces of Eurasia will requireuah stronger “human

base” from the one that exists today.

All this will require improvement in policy exchaag and coordination, a much
more intensive cooperation motivated by the neegrfoblem solving and an
ever growing involvement of business communitiesluding small and

medium size enterprises.
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Ladies and gentlemen,

We find ourselves at the threshold of a new erae Jotential for the future
positive change is enormous. But so are also 8k t@head of us. Itis
necessary that we accept the need for changee#teta change the world and

to change ourselves.

In Europe we like to quote the phrase in Laliempora mutantur et nos
mutamur inilis: Times change and we change with times. Well, car e
validates this old wisdom. The question is whetherare able to improve
ourselves to the full potential of our era.

The opportunities exist. We must seize them andriborte our best.

| thank you for your attention.
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